Uncinaria stenocephala: antigenic characterization of larvae and adults worms using sera from naturally infected dogs.
An antigenic characterization of the larval (somatic) and adult (somatic and excretory-secretory) antigens of Uncinaria stenocephala was made, employing immunoblotting and immunoblotting-inhibition with 10 selected sera from dogs naturally infected by this hookworm. The results indicated that each one of the three parasitic extracts has different antigenic components. Sixty percent of the dog sera consistently recognised four antigens of 20, 25, 30, and 38kDa of the larval extract and the immunoblotting inhibition showed that these antigens were only observed at the larval stage. All these results indicated that these antigens can be considered as major antigens and they could be useful for the immunodiagnosis of this parasitic infection.